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May Meeting 

   Time:    Saturday. May 18 at 11:30 A.M. 

   Place:  Home of Judith Sims 

              (*Board meeting TBA at a later date) 

                 3432 Riverside Drive 

                  Fort Myers, FL  
 

 

 Garden Party Luncheon 
 

 Program:  Rusty Brown Ensemble: 

  “Laugh With Rhyme and Reason” 

 
Your funny bone will get a workout at our May Potluck 

Luncheon! Humorous verses of best-selling poet and 

author Judith Viorst will be the focus of a poetry 

program performed by three residents of Cypress Cove 

Lifecare Center:   Rusty Brown,  Maggie Mullins  and  

Thora Free. 

 

Rusty Brown is well known to our members for the 

one-woman shows she has written and performed in 

Southwest Florida and elsewhere. Many of her shows 

have been benefit events for AAUW. 

 

Maggie Mullins is a teacher and practitioner in 

mindfulness meditation. She’s also a psychotherapist, 

storyteller and “dabbler” artist.  

 

Thora Free, onetime executive secretary in a psychiatric 

hospital, has a degree in counseling and thrives on 

lifelong learning projects.   

 

All are fans of Viorst’s poems that go to the heart of 

life’s passages----the joys and annoys of love, marriage, 

parenting and the twists and turns along the road called 

“aging.” 

 

Menu:  Pot Luck 

Reservations 
 Contact Judith Sims  to RSVP  at  334-2037 or  email 

 judithssims@gmail.com)  by  May 11 if you plan to attend.  

 

 

AAUW Fort Myers/ 

      Lee County Branch 
 

President’s Message 
As my term of office comes to an end, I sincerely 

want to thank each member for the enthusiastic 

support given our branch and myself personally 

over the past two years.  With much appreciation 

I also thank our officers and chairs of activities 

who have given their time and talents to create 

our successful and dynamic — and growing! — 

branch.  This support has been invaluable to me 

as president. 

 

As our incoming officers begin planning for the 

next year, they will be asking our members, to 

volunteer to take on some appointed roles.  I ask 

that you look at the list of appointed chairs in your 

directory, and consider where your talents can best 

be used.  Call your new president,  Marie Glasgow, 

at 239-691-1666  or  email mglasgowre@gmail.com  

Tell her how you want to help!  

 

Importantly, a word from our national AAUW 

organization…  If you are on email, you may 

have already received the message encouraging 

you to VOTE, with instructions to do so online.  

We all can have a voice in the future of our 

organization, even though we do not attend the 

national convention.  If you have not received the 

message, go to the AAUW web site (aauw.org) 

and click on the VOTE button. Have your 

member number in hand (on your membership 

card), and  use your last name as your password.  

Let’s not pass up this opportunity to be heard!   

(If you do not have email, see if you can ask a 

friend to log on for you.) 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our May 

Garden Party, and I wish all of you a very happy, 

safe and healthy summer! 

                            President Ellen Schneider 

 

 

Remember our branch email: 

        aauwleecounty@gmail.com 

Our branch postal address: 

       PO Box 2115 

       Fort Myers, FL 33902-2115 

Our website address: fmlc-flaauw.net 
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AAUW Funds Honorees Recognized 

 
Each year our branch contributes significant funds to 

our national AAUW Funds.  The board determines 

which funds to support, and for each $500 contributed, 

we can select a branch member to be honored.  For the 

2012-2013 year, our branch supported the Eleanor 

Roosevelt Fund (currently focused on research and 

publication of significant reports affecting women and 

education), and the Educational Opportunities Fund 

(supporting fellowships and grants at all levels.).  

  

At our April meeting we recognized our four honorees 

for 2012-2013, presenting them with the national 

AAUW Certificate.  Honored were:  Betty Bechtel, for 

taking charge of the circulation of the Torch for seven 

years;  Dorothy Houck, who served as Membership 

Vice President for three years and is a member of the 

Adopt-A-Precinct Team;  Sondra Marshall, who has 

been our Reservations Chair for three years, and also a 

fashion show model;  and Peggy Thomas, the make-up 

director for our fashion shows for nearly ten years, as 

well as modeling.  We are very pleased to honor these 

individuals for their commitment and support of the 

branch, and thank them wholeheartedly for their 

service. 

 

 

      
   Betty  Bechtel            Sondra Marshall 

  
     Dottie Houck             Peggy Thomas 

 

 

Installation of 2013-14 Board  

 
 On behalf of the 2013-14 Board-Elect of the Fort 

Myers/Lee County Branch, thank you to Ellen 

Schneider, outgoing President, for an inspiring and 

auspicious installation ceremony. Thank you, also, 

to Barbara Goodwin and Marilyn Myli, outgoing 

VP’s for Program, for so appropriately scheduling 

Judge Margaret Steinbeck as speaker on the date 

of our installation. Pictured below, left to right: 

Jayne Schwarz, Treasurer, Shelley Siriano, VP 

Membership, Suzan Harden and Nancy Kuyoth, 

VPs of Program, and Marie Glasgow, President.  

Nancy Karchunas will serve as Secretary. These 

members begin their service as the 2013-14 Board 

on July 1, 2013. 

 

 
 

 

      Our Amazing Members! 

 
 

Marilynn Edwards, Phyllis Wayco, and Jemetta 

Hunt participated and finished their seventh 

consecutive Sarasota First Watch Half Marathon 

on March 17, 2013.  The distance was 13.1 miles. 

Their finish time averaged out to just over fifteen 

minutes per mile.  They had prepared well by 

walking six-miles daily and eight or ten plus 

miles on Sundays.  They invite all walkers and 

joggers to join them next March for their eighth.   

 

 



Florida State Convention 
Attending a state AAUW meeting, or a national AAUW 

convention can be undertaken out of a sense of 

obligation--because “someone needs to attend, i.e. I 

should attend.”  As the sessions unfold, the feeling can 

change to “this is really good information and I’m glad 

I came.”  By the time of the return trip home, the 

feeling can evolved into one of total inspiration, and “I 

need to share what I’ve learned” becomes foremost. 

That describes what happened at this year’s state 

convention. 

 

Marie’s goal was to gather information about 501.c.3 

application and implications. Jill Birdwhistell, Chief 

Operating Officer, AAUW, presented this session. She 

learned that AAUW has two tax designations: 501.c.4 

(our current designation) allows use of funds to lobby 

for action on women’s issues, and 501.c.3 which does 

not allow lobbying, does allow advocacy, and provides 

donors the ability to make tax deductible contributions 

to support grants, scholarships, etc. The attendance at 

this session was SRO. Many branches were interested 

in becoming more effective in their charitable work. 

The most important outcome of attending this session 

was the exchange of contact information with Jill and 

officers of several branches that have 501.c.3 

designation or are exploring other avenues of achieving 

favorable tax status. 
 

Judith’s goal was to gather information on how our 

Branches, National and Colleges/Universities interface 

to be more effective in our mission . There was also the 

task of identifying contacts for collaboration and 

sharing of knowledge and experience. Although 

initially ambivalent about attending,, driving home with 

pockets of business card, Judith has decided to go to 

National even if she’s the only one. Anyone interested? 

                                                 Marie Glasgow  

Interest Groups  
Book Clubs:  Contact Muriel Freedman at 

481-0391 for information. 

  

Book Club I will read The Woman Behind the New 

Deal:  The Life and Legacy of Frances Perkins.  

   

Book Club II will discuss Claude and Camile. 

 
Book Club IV will read A Visit from the Goon Squad 

by Jennifer Egan. 

 

     Movie and Dinner 
The group will view the film The Way at the home 

of Carolyn Nance, 5240 Agualinda, Cape Coral on 

May 15 at 5:30 P.M. Sandwiches and salad will be 

served.  Call  Carolyn at 549-7486 if attending. 

           Bridge   
Currently, we have two groups of bridge 

players that meet during the month.  On the 

second Monday the "Spades" meet.  The 

"Hearts" meet on the third Monday.  Both 

groups meet at 1 P.M. in the homes of the 

participating members on a rotating basis.  

Contact Audrey Anthony at 454-2696 or Fran 

Leeper at 481-2336. New members welcome.  

           Maj Jongg 
Please contact either Jean Schoenthaler at 

277-5174 or Gwen Spuhler at 541-1924 if 

you would like to play Mah Jongg on the first 

and third Thursday afternoons. If you wish to 

learn how to play, call Carolyn Nance at 

549-7486. 

           Veritas  

The next meeting is set for May 1 at 3:30 at 

Mylerlee Manor.  The group will watch 

another segment of the Joseph Campbell 

interview, and then discuss Chapter 11 and 

12 of his Myths to Live By.  Contact Marilyn 

Workman for information. 543-1168 

 

                  
      Judith Sims Film Fare 
The AAUW Movie and Dinner group viewed the 

investigative documentary The Invisible War. Winner of 

the Sundance US Documentary Audience Award, it was 

also nominated for an Oscar. It has been seen by 12% of 

the military including some at the highest rank due to the 

Pentagon’s insistence. Two days after seeing it, 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta created a special-

victim’s unit for each branch of the military and directed 

military commanders to transfer all sexual assault 

investigations to a higher-ranking colonel. The film 

emphasizes that too often the rapists are either friends  

of the commander or the commander himself.  

 

The film also points out that the Supreme Court had 

ruled that rape is “incidental to military service” which 

was interpreted to mean that rape was an occupational 

hazard of military service. It also revealed that the 

number of men with sexual crimes on their record who 

join the military is twice that in the civilian population. 

Subsequent to the film, Senator Barbara Boxer was able 

to pass an amendment making individuals with sex 

crimes on their records no longer eligible for “moral 

waivers,” thus excluding them from military service. 

The Invisible War is well done, putting a very human 

face on the victims, young women who were idealistic 



 and patriotic, wanting to serve our country.  Every 

American older than 18… every parent, and certainly 

every soldier and veteran should see this.  

 

Olympus Has Fallen is Secret Service code for “the White 

House has fallen to the enemy.”  We saw this film by 

accident, being too late for a film we had intended to see. 

This film is scary because it seems so possible that North 

Korea could do something like is dramatized. Hearing about 

the Boston Marathon bombing, I remembered what the 

Korean terrorist said after he announced that our nuclear 

missiles would implode in their silos all over the US. “Then 

America will know fear.”  Action packed and well acted, 

even heroic, it was an eye-opening movie.  

 

Name Tags 
Are you interested in a name tag?  Please contact 

Marlene Palmer. Cost:  $8.22   Make check payable to 

Marlene Palmer, 9149 Shadow Glen Way, Fort Myers, 

FL 33913 (239-768-9824)  Be sure to include your 

complete name. 

 

*A Board Meeting will be scheduled for later in the 

 month and an announcement will be sent by email. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         AAUW 

       Fort Myers/Lee Co Branch 
         Marilyn Workman, Torch Editor 

         2760 Steam Boat Loop 

 N. Fort Myers, FL 33917 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Torch Production 

Editor-Writer:   Marilyn Workman 

workmannfm@embarqmail.com 

Circulation:  Judy Sims, Betty Bechtel 

Contributors: Ellen Schneider, Marie Glasgow, 

Judith Sims, Mimi Manpel, Carolyn Nance, 

Phyllis Wayco, Rusty Brown, Jane Lukowicz  

June Torch Deadline:   May 25, 2013 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


