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Miriam Pereira - September Speaker

In 2012 Mariam Pereira joined the Harry Chapin Food Bank. Prior to that she spent 
almost 20 years as a print journalist, 17 of them as a reporter and editor at the Fort 
Myers News-Press. Miriam worked on stories about Southwest Florida’s neediest 
residents, especially those served by the Harry Chapin Food Bank. This inspired her 
to change careers and enter the non-profit world. Miriam has a bachelor’s degree in 
communications from Florida International University in Miami, her hometown. 
Currently she is pursuing a master’s degree in business administration at Florida Gulf 
Coast University.

September Meeting
Date: Sat. Sept. 21, 2013

Time: 12:00 PM
Board Meeting: 10:00 AM
Place: NEW LOCATION

The Landings Yacht, 
Golf & Tennis Club

2013-14 promises to be another great 
year for AAUW Fort Myers/Lee 
County, Inc. 

• For our enjoyment we have a 
beautiful new location for our 
monthly programs with an all 
new menu that will give members 
a choice of regular or light lunch 
each month. 

• Another stimulating line-up of 
speakers for our monthly meetings.

• A larger and grander location for 
our fashion show. Moving our 
annual major fundraiser to The 
Club at Grandezza allows us to sell 
more tickets and provides a better 
traffic pattern for viewing our many 
raffle and silent auction prizes. 

• Shopping at Chico’s Warehouse, 
an event that provides funds for 
Branch operations.

• An outstanding design and format 
for The Torch, courtesy of Sandy 
Johnston, Editor.

• The proposed budget for 2013-14 
should be in your hands—sent by 
email or with the mailed Torch. 
Please review as we will vote on it 
at the Sept meeting. All inquiries 
should be directed to Jayne 
Schwarz, Treasurer, 314-313-7682 
or aauwleecounty@gmail.com. 

Marie Glasgow, 
President
AAUW Fort Myers/Lee County Branch
 

President’s Message

Luncheon Menu

Cold Choice
Pear Delight Salad

Fried chicken, caramelized pear slic-
es, feta cheese and almond atop mixed 
greens. Raspberry vinaigrette dressing.

Hot Choice
Chicken Picatta, served with rice pilaf 

and chef ”s selection of vegetable.

Dessert
Chef ’s choice.

Reservations
Tina Hoegler will be
 taking reservations.

Please contact her at 941-505-8483
or c_hoegler@msn.com no
later than Monday, Sept. 16.

Public Policy
On Wednesday, August 22, Marie Glasgow 
and I attended a meeting with Senator Bill 
Nelson’s aide, Diana McGee, to urge him 
to cosponsor the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
Kathy Mayo, fort Myers/Naples NOW 
representative, arranged the meeting. 
Irene Kepler, a NOW representative, also 
attended. Although Senator Nelson has a 
record of supporting equal pay for women, 
he has yet to sign onto the list of sponsors 
and the group was there to emphasize the 
importance of his support. It is believed 
that if he signs the bill, it would encourage 
others to support it.

The Paycheck Fairness Act (S 84) is a 
comprehensive bill that updates the 
Equal Pay Act of 1963. It creates stronger 
incentives for employers to follow the law 
and strengthens enforcement  efforts. It 
is more than a moral obligation for it has 
an impact on the economy. In this current 
state of the economy, more families are 
relying on the woman’s income to make 
ends meet. Women comprise half of the 
paid work force and two thirds of either 
the primary or co-bread winner for 
families. (Source: “Support the Paycheck 
Fairness Act: Pay Equity is More Critical 
Than Ever” by Lisa Maatz, AAUW 
Director of Public Policy and Government 
Relations.)

Myrna Frantz, 
Public Policy Chair
AAUW Fort Myers/Lee County Branch 

Financial Statement
AAUW Fort Myers/Lee Co.
Cash on Hand, 6/30/2012                              $8,235
Temporarily  Restricted: Awards   $5,524
Pre-paid: Fashion Show                  $1,000
Payables & Deferred Revenue        $2,443       
Available for Operations                       $1,268        

AAUW
Fort Myers/Le Co.

Branch Inc.
 Step Up and Give Back



Jemetta Hunt  Phyllis Wayco  Ticket Sales & Reservtions
203-249-6546  219-765-6376  Faye O’Briant  239-549-4689
jemetta@aol.com phylwayco@aol.com nanagrams6@gmail.com

On Saturday, December 7, 2013, we will celebrate our 20th Annual AAUW 
Holiday Fashion Show and luncheon. This year’s fabulous event will be held at the 
beautiful Grandezza Country Club in Estero. Our theme, “STEP UP AND GIVE 
BACK”, is a very familiar mantra for all AAUW members. As you are aware, this is 
our major fundraiser for the entire year. These precious dollars enable us to award 
Scholarships to many deserving women who in turn give back and enrich our 
communities. With your continued support and hard work, “STEP UP AND GIVE 
BACK” will be just as successful as in previous years.

AAUW members will model fashions provided by RAZZLE DAZZLE, a 
Cape Coral ladies boutique with which many of you are familiar. Their 
artistic fashions are always fun, colorful and perfect for any occasion, 
especially the holiday season. Traditionally, we invite our newest AAUW 
members to model each year. If you are interested in being a model, 
please let us know. Make-up will once again be provided by Peggy 
Thomas, an independent sales director for Mary Kay cosmetics and a 
fellow AAUW branch member. 

We are working to secure unique and tempting Live and 
Silent Auction items from our very generous 
area businesses and merchants. In addition, 
we will have a multitude of fabulous Raffle 
items. Doors will open at 11:00am which will 
give us plenty of time to shop the raffle and 
bid on our favorite auction items.  

The price of each ticket is thirty-five ($35) dollars. After November 1st, the price 
will increase to $40. Early reservations are encouraged!! Mark your calendar and 
invite your friends to attend this wonderful event. The Razzle Dazzle fashion show 
will begin at 12 noon followed by a delicious Grandezza lunch. Buy your tickets 
and reserve your table/tables now! Contact Faye O’Briant for all reservations and 
ticket sales. Tickets will be available at the September meeting.

It is time to once again  “STEP UP AND GIVE BACK”.  Join us for fun, glamour, 
great food, entertainment and the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of 
many very deserving young women. 

We are ready to “STEP UP AND GIVE BACK”!                 
We know you will be with us.

Let’s get this done. Thanks for your help and continued 
support.

Colleagues and fellow AAUW Members:

Welcome New Members
Our 2013-14 year begins with seven 
new members. Please welcome 
Virginia Barnard, Mary Bonnette, Joan 
Pankavich, Peri Pantazes, Janet Sigman, 
Sharron Thompson, and Sue Tracy.  

Joan Pankavich was invited to join our 
branch last spring by Muriel Freedman. 
They met at a Science 
Society meeting. Joan, 
retired from a career as a 
computer analyst, loves 
technology. This summer, 
Joan, with the assistance 
of her designer daughter, produced 
the art work for our Fashion Show 
tickets and programs. A graduate of 
Mercer University, Joan resides with her 
husband in Lehigh Acres year round.

Sharron Thompson resides in North 
Fort Myers with her husband. Their 
property provides plenty of space for 
their hobby of growing 
experimental tropical 
trees. Sharron is retired 
from careers as a teacher, 
corp trainer, and author. 
Her alma maters are 
Omaha University and 
University of South Florida. Sharron 
also loves to work on her computer 
and will be preparing signage for the 
Fashion Show raffle and auction items.

Many of our new members come as 
guests of current members. Our branch 
“member get a member” program 
rewards branch members with a 
complimentary lunch for every three 
new members brought into the branch 
within a period of two years. If you 
qualify, please contact Shelley Siriano 
for your free lunch certificate.

Member Birthdays
Best Wishes to our September Birthdays
Naomi Bloom  Barbara Goodwin
Susie Draper  Denise Lang
Muriel Freedman Helen McDonald
Myrna Frantz Jean Schoenthaler
Judith Sims



Movie & Dinner
AAUW’s Movie and Dinner group saw 
Lee Daniels’ The Butler in August.
Butler recounts the history of the civil 
rights movement through 8 presidents 
from the point of view of a Southern 
black man, Cecil Gaines, who becomes 
the ultimate “house darky,” a butler 
in the White House.  A wonderful 
cast includes Oprah Winfrey, Forest 
Whitaker, Jane Fonda, Robin Williams, 
and others. There is humor, there is 
pathos. There is a history for which 
we were alive,  but maybe too busy 
with children and cooking dinner to 
really notice.  Lee Daniels’ The Butler 
is beautifully written in that the viewer 
identifies with Cecil and his family and 
feels with them the tragedies and hopes 
of the period.   

Based upon a true story there have 
been commentaries in the internet as 
to how true the story really is and some 
criticism. As a teenager in the 60’s I 
learned  that the Southern family who 
hosted Harriet Beecher Stowe prior to 
her publication of “UncleTom’s Cabin” 
were indignant that the story wasn’t 
true. But it didn’t matter because it 
COULD HAVE BEEN true, things 
like that did happen. That book 
of course was a major force in the 
abolition movement true or not. Maybe 
everything in Butler isn’t true but it 
COULD HAVE BEEN, things like that 
did happen. Sometimes fiction may be 
more true than the real story because it 
engenders an emotional truth. We not 
only know the facts, but we feel. We 
understand.

Following the movie the group enjoyed 
a light dinner at Cibo’s.

Judy Sims
Film Fare Connection
Contact Number 239-334-2037

This & That

Bridge
AAUW Bridge groups meet on the 
second and third Mondays of each 
month. Please join us for an afternoon 
of fun and friendship, snowbirds are 
welcome. 
Contact: Marilyn Myli 239-480-0272 

Book Groups 
Contact Muriel Freedman 239-481-0391 
for meeting information.

Veritas 
Meeting times TBA

Mahjongg 
Contact Jean Schoenthaler 239-277-5174

Garden Party
The 2012-13 AAUW season closed with 
a garden party at Judy Sim’s home. Rusty 
Brown’s program delighted members on 
this picture perfect Spring day and the 
food as usual was  an assortment too 
good to pass up.

Mark Your Calendar
Sept 21 Board Meeting  10:00 am  
 Member Mtg/Lunch  

12:00 noon
Oct  3  Scholarship Meeting  3:00 pm
Oct 19  Board Meeting  10:00 am

Member Mtg/Lunch  
12:00 noon

Nov 16  Board Meeting  10:00 am
Member Mtg/Lunch  
12:00 noon

Dec  7  Fashion Show  11:00 am

Let’s Save at Chico’s
November 
13 is the 
day! Invite a 
friend for a 
2 hour spree 
at the 
Chico’s Company Store where items 
sell  for $6.99 (pants skirts and shirts) 
to $21.99 (jewelry and jackets). Chico’s 
must have a list of everyone coming, 
so call Judith Sims, 334-2037, to sign 
up and for more information. Chico’s 
will donate 10% of the gross sales at the 
company store that day to AAUW. This 
is win/win. Win for AAUW and win for 
our wardrobes and fun to boot! Did I 
say sometimes they have leather jackets 
and boots?

Scholarship News
It’s Fall and school has started! Our 
second rotating Lee County High School 
recipient Victoria Castillo, a graduate of 
North Fort Myers High and a Cape Coral 
resident has begun classes at Edison State 
College. Her goal is to go to medical 
school. 

Shannon Pool now a junior 
at Florida Gulf Coast 
University will again receive 
a $1,000 schaolarship.

Linda Lober is the recipient 
of the $1000 award from 
the AAUW Endowed 
Scholarship at Edison 
State College for 2013-14. 
President Marie Glasgow 
and Scholarship Chair 
Cathy Tucker met Linda at the Edison 
President’s Luncheon and describe her as 
vivacious and articulate. 

Rose Cacico, a political 
science major at FGCU 
is again receiving a Sue 
Gottcent Award and 
Marliss Brockington who 
is earning a graduate 
degree in Education also at  
FGCU, is a new recipient. 

We wish all our recipients 
good luck in the new school 
year and look forward to 
meeting them during the year 
and hearing about their studies.

Shannon Pool

Linda Lober

Rose Cacico

Marliss 
Brockington

Branch Notes
       Postal Address: P.O. Box 2115
      Fort Myers, FL 33902-2115

 Email: aauwleecounty@gmail.com
 Website: fmlc-fl.aauw.net


