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AAUW
Fort Myers/Lee Co.

Branch Inc.
 Step Up and Give Back

November Meeting
Date: Sat. Nov 16, 2013
Gathering: 11:30 AM

Lunch: 12:00 PM
Board Meeting: 10:00 AM

The Landings Yacht, 
Golf & Tennis Club

Luncheon Menu
Cold Choice

Pear Delight Salad
Grilled chicken, caramelized pear slices, 

feta cheese and almonds atop mixed greens. 
Dressed with a raspberry vinaigrette.

Hot Choice
Roast Turkey

Open faced roasted turkey breast with 
whipped potatoes and gravy. Accompanied 

by Chef ’s choice of vegetable.

Dessert
Chef ’s Choice

Beverages from the bar are available. 
Wait staff will accept charge payment.

Reservations
Tina Hoegler will be taking reservations.

Please contact her at 941-505-8483
or c_hoegler@msn.com no

later than Monday, Nov. 11th

Cancellations must be made no 
later than Tues, Nov. 12th, 

otherwise payment is expected.

Luncheon Selections
If you have specific dietary needs and 
our menu for the month does not meet 
them, don’t let that stop you from at-
tending. When you call Tina with your 
reservation let her know what you need. 
We have been assured that the Chef 
will make appropriate changes for your 
entrée and dessert. 

President’s Message
As you enter the dining room to attend 
one of our monthly lunches, you see 
a rather homogeneous looking group. 
You’re a little late so you grab the first 
empty chair you see and thus begins 
a great experience. During table talk 
you find out that the woman on your 
left worked in the Foreign Service 
and the woman on your right is from 
your home town. The conversation 
is stimulating and you have barely 
touched your lunch when it’s time to 
turn your attention to the program. 
As you leave that meeting, suddenly 
the members of our Branch appear as 
individuals – interesting, successful, 
independent women brought together 
in support of the AAUW mission.
Another way to experience the 
diversity of our membership is to 
volunteer your time and talent to 
the work of our Branch. This FY our 
Branch will focus on communications 
to determine if our mission/message 
is getting out and whether our image 
reflects our mission. Please do not wait 
to be asked to join this effort. Just come 
to the meeting that will be announced. 
The Branch will benefit from your 
input and you will take away a great 
experience.
At the November meeting we will 
recognize and applaud the contributions 
of five of our members. They join a very 
prestigious list of members and non-
members we have honored over the past 
30 years. I look forward to adding your 
name to the honor roll next year!

Marie Glasgow,
President
AAUW Fort Myers/Lee County Branch

Financial Statement
AAUW Fort Myers/Lee Co.
Cash in Well Fargo Bank, 10/22/13                $9,275
     Memorial Fund Reserve         $  655       
     Scholarship Reserved         $4,949  
     Payables & Harry Chapin           $   209
     Fashion Show Tickets & Pmts   $1,485          
Available Cash                           $1,977

November Speaker
Cheryl Black

Professor of Biology 
at 

Edison State College
Cheryl grew up in Rochester, NY, 
watching Sea Hunt, snorkeling in her 
backyard pool, and longing to learn 
how to dive.  She became a certified 
diver in 1969 while attending Kent State 
University, but had few opportunities 
to experience the magic of the ocean 
until moving to Fort Myers in 2005.  
Since then she has logged over 150 
dives.  She is a passionate supporter of 
shark conservation and has studied and 
worked with sharks in Bimini, Nassau, 
South Africa, and Isla Guadalupe, 
Mexico.  
She has a M.S. in Aquatic Biology from 
Virginia Commonwealth University, 
is a board member of Audubon of 
Southwest Florida, and her passion for 
all environmental conservation issues 
is shared with the students she teaches 
in her environmental biology classes at 
Edison State College.  

Ways & Means
Don’t miss Wednesday November 13, 
4:00-5:30 when Chico’s will open their 
doors to 100 eager AAUW members and 
their guests for a fantastic shopping spree! 
At this event you’ll find great bargains 
and to make it even better Chico’s will 
donate 10% of the gross sales to AAUW. 
We must have a list of everyone coming, 
so please call Judith Sims, 334-2037 to be 
part of this event.
Saturday March 1, we will be having a 
garage sale at Judith Sims home. Start 
saving your items now. The co-chairs of 
this event are Mary Bonnette and Caro-
lyn Nance. Items can be taken to Judith’s 
home after the beginning of the year.

Carol Munsell,
Ways & Means Chair



One-Of-A-Kind Hand Painted Purses

Front View 
of three 

different designs

Back View 
of the same 
three purses

 
Fashion Show 

Co-Chairs
 Jemetta Hunt        203-249-6545
                                     jemetta@aol.com
 Phyllis Wayco        219-765-6376 
               phylwayco@aol.com

Ticket Sales & Reservations
Faye O’Briant             239-549-4689
           nanagrams6@gmail.com

For our 20th Annual Fashion Show, “Step Up and Give Back”, two goals were set: 
1) sell 176 tickets; 2) realize $8,000 net for scholarships and awards. Both goals are 
reachable with support of our members.
As of our October meeting, 135 tickets are paid for and 17 reservations are awaiting 
payment. We’ve met more than 76% of our ticket sales goal. If you need to send Faye 
O’Briant your payment, her address is in the directory or call her at 549-4689.
Your support is needed to solicit donations for our raffle and the silent auction in 
order to meet the 2nd goal. Official solicitation letters are available on our website, 
www.fmlc-fl.aauw.net under Special Events tab or you can email or call Marie 
Glasgow for copies to be emailed or mailed to you. The letters will also be available at 
the November meeting. Merchants do ask for something in writing.
If solicitation is not your thing, please support this effort by being a patron and 
donating a sum of money which the committee can use to purchase sought-after 
raffle items. Another way to help our Branch meet its goal is to donate a personal 
service or a handcrafted item. Could you prepare and host a dinner party for 4-6 
persons? Could you provide several dozen Christmas cookies to be baked and 
delivered for the holidays? Could you provide 2-4 hours of computer instruction? 
You have many talents--how can you share them? All businesses will receive written 
confirmation of their gift and our heartfelt thanks. Please bring donations to Judith 
Sims, 334-2037. If delivery help is needed, call Marie Glasgow 691-1666.
Reminder: The price of tickets will be $40.00 as of November1st.

Colleagues and fellow AAUW Members:

This year’s local artist/crafter donations include 
hand painted cigar box purses. If there is a 
specific theme you’d like painted on a cigar 
purse email Ron at mglasgowre@gmail.com. 

Raffle Treasures

Cruise gift 
certificate from 
Captiva Cruises

Hand made walnut tray
$75.00 value

Hand made lap quilt
$95.00 valueThe Mad Fresh Bistro

$50.00 gift certificate

$100.00 
Money Purse

Welcome New Members
Welcome back to Ginger Barnard, 
past member of our Branch and past 
president. Her work was 
honored in 1980 with a 
branch named gift to the 
Attie Branan Endowment 
for Significant Service to 
AAUW. Ginger, a retired 
teacher of gifted children, 
is a native of FL, graduate of FMHS and 
FL State U. Ginger’s interests are patriotic 
societies and patriotic Americans. 
Her family members were American 
Rangers, fought in the War of 1812, War 
between the States, Third Seminole War, 
WW2 and every war necessary to make 
Americans safe. Ginger is a past Regent 
of the Caloosahatchee DAR and current 
president of the Colonial Dames of the 
17th Century. 

Dr. Mary Bonnette is a Mental Health 
Nurse Specialist specializing in auriculo 
therapy, an integrative therapy utilizing 
micro-current. Mary 
received her MS in Mental 
Health Nursing from the U 
of South Florida in Tampa 
and PhD in Health Services 
from Walden University. 
She founded the Auriculo 
therapy Nicotine Dependency Program 
in 1988; was founding President of the 
Nursing Advisory Board, U of South 
Florida and founding President of the 
Nursing Advisory Board at FGCU; and 
currently chairs the Tobacco-Free Lee 
Coalition. Mary is on our Ways and 
Means Committee and we thank her for 
accepting the co-chair responsibility for 
our spring fundraiser.

Peri Pantazes hails from Northfield, NJ. 
She is a dual member of the Atlantic 
County branch where she had been 
corresponding secretary. 
Peri retired for the 3rd time 
after a successful career as 
an Elementary Teacher, 
an adjunct professor at 
Rowan U, and a Priority 
Schools Consultant for 
the NJ Education Asso. In the last job 
she was assigned to the Seaside Heights 
School District to help improve student 
achievement by improving instruction. 
Unfortunately, Hurricane Sandy 
destroyed the school and displaced 
students and teachers. Peri and husband 
Bob moved to Ft. Myers to be closer to 
their daughter in South Beach. She enjoys 
traveling, reading, mahjongg, zumba 
and meeting with friends. This is a new 
chapter in her life, that of becoming the 
cliché of a retiree in Florida. 



This & That
AAUW Honorees of 2013-14

Annually our Branch honors the work of members by making named contributions to 
the AAUW Funds. Selection is based on contributions by individual members to the 
overall success of this Branch as “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 
Helen Keller

The following members will be honored at our November meeting:

Melanie Jackman could always be counted on to bring in major donations 
and prizes for our fundraisers. For several years she solicited more than 
1/3 of the prizes used for the fashion shows. Melanie co-chaired the 2012 
Fashion Show which brought in record net proceeds of more than $8,000. 
As Public Policy Officer Melanie turned our attention to equity issues 
before our courts and legislature. 

Sandy Johnston, a graphics designer, joined our Branch in 2010-11. In just 
two years’ time Sandy designed elegant Fashion Show programs and tickets, 
our current Directory cover, and the Branch logo used on our stationery. 
Ever generous with her time and talents Sandy contributed her wearable art 
for last year’s FS raffle. Last spring Sandy volunteered to be Torch Editor 
and again put her design talents to work.

Ellen Schneider, Branch President FY 2011-12 and 2012-13, was 
instrumental in the placement of the Sue Gottcent Memorial Fund in the 
capable hands of the SWFL Foundation and has served as the liaison for 
this endowment. During her presidency the benefits to our Branch of 
achieving 501(c)(3) status drew the Board’s attention. Ellen took on the 
responsibility of researching and filing the application and then doggedly 
pursuing approval from a beleaguered agency. 

Catherine Tucker joined our Branch FY 2010-11, and the next year she 
accepted the Scholarship Chair appointment. When STEM became 
AAUW’s focus, Cathy took hold of it and our Branch joined local efforts to 
recognize female LCSD students’ STEM achievements. Last year AAUW 
Florida’s Tech Treck hit the road with hardly any notice. Cathy still managed 
to encourage local middle school girls to apply and a LCSD applicant was 
selected. 

Marilyn Workman, long-time member and past honoree, is being honored 
for her years of serving our Branch as Torch Editor. Marilyn always 
attended the Board meetings noting what information needed to be 
available to members through the Torch. Previously Marilyn chaired 
Membership and for five years worked with the campus AAUW chapter at 
FGCU. She was instrumental in having members of this chapter participate 
in the AAUW National Conference for College Women Student Leaders. 

Mark Your Calendar
Nov 13 Chico’s Shopping Event
Nov 16  Board Meeting 10:00 am  
 Member Mtg/Lunch  
 12:00 noon
Dec  7  Fashion Show 11:00 am
Jan 11 Board Meeting 10:00 am 
 Member Mtg/Lunch 
 12:00 noon
Feb 8 Board Meeting 10:00 am  
 Member Mtg/Lunch 
 12:00 noon

Member Birthdays
Best Wishes to  our November Birthdays
Marilyn Bynum  Marie Shively
Donna Randolph Sue Tracey
Juliana Nord  Lynne Kemper

New Member Addition
Susan Rolfe

3537 SW 28th Ave.
Cape Coral FL 33914
caloosaco@gmail.com

239-549-2030

Branch Notes
       Postal Address: P.O. Box 2115

 Fort Myers, FL 33902-2115
 Email: aauwleecounty@gmail.com

 Website: fmlc-fl.aauw.net

Movie & Dinner
It’s feast or famine at the cinema. Some-
times there’s nothing for a self-respecting 
adult, now there are so many good ones 
that I would play revolving door at the 
Regal if I had time. The AAUW Movie 
and Dinner group couldn’t mobilize in 
time to see “The Patience Stone,” a To-
ronto Film Festival winner and a winner 
in Abu Ghabi, a Muslim venue. Husband 
busy, I went alone (a desperate first) but 
met up with Colleen Wheeler and the 
Lexington Movie and Dinner group and 
joined them for a bite and discussion 
afterward. 
A beautiful Muslim woman in war torn 
Afghanistan stays with her husband who 
is in a coma due to gunshot from a com-
patriot as neighbors are fleeing and there 
is fighting. She can talk to him for the 
first time in her marriage. She tells him 
all her secrets. In a repressive culture like 
hers, she wouldn’t have secrets? She does, 
layers and layers of secrets about life in 
her culture, in her marriage. She reveals 
herself to be resourceful, determined, 
a good woman. Just as I’m wondering, 
what if he awoke? Would he love her 
for the wonderful woman she is? I gasp 
with the latest, and he awakens. What 
happens? It may return with an Oscar for 
best foreign film.
But you can see “Captain Phillips” right 
now. I think it is the best portrayal of 
psychological trauma I’ve seen. Ameri-
cans and American military are shown at 
their best, organized, competent, re-
sourceful but with heart. The real tragedy 
how life in poor third world countries 
impacts the whole is barely suggested. 
Not preachy, “Captain Phillips” is sus-
penseful, personal drama at its best.

Judy Sims,
Film Fare Connection
Contact Number 239-334-2037

Corrections to Directory
Ginny Booth, 239-246-0174
Mary Bonnette, 1920 Virginia Ave #401A
Nancy Karchunas,

            
11341 Reflection Isles Blvd



AAUW
Fort Myers/Lee Co.

Branch Inc.
                                                        American Association of University Women

P.O. Box 2115
Ft. Myers, FL 33902-2115

October Meeting In Review

Bridge
AAUW Bridge groups meet on the 
second and third Mondays of each 
month. Please join us for an afternoon 
of fun and friendship, snowbirds are 
welcome. 
Contact: Marilyn Myli 239-480-0272 
email-marilynmy7@hotmail.com

Veritas 
On Wednesday, Nov. 6, at 3:30 (place to 
be determined) Veritas, the philosophical 
discussion group, will discuss Jonathan 
Haidt’s The Moral Mind.  According 
to Dr. Haidt, we are hard wired 
as mammalians for certain moral 
positions but other moral dimensions 
are determined by our culture, families 
and experiences. Understanding where 
we and others are coming from gives 
us new perspective and allows for true 
civility. Google Ted Talks Jonathan Haidt 
for an intriguing introduction. Google 
Bill Moyers Jonathan Haidt for more. 
Interested? Join us. RSVP Judith Sims 
(334-2037)

Lunch Bunch
The  Lunch Bunch will meet Thursday, 
November 7 at noon at the Elephant Bar 
in the Edsion Mall. Discussions over lunch 
are a great way to get acquainted with other 
Lee County AAUW members. If you can 
join us, call Mary Kellner (716-864-1651) 
or kellnerAAUW@yahoo.com. You can 
even make a day of it at the mall and go 
shopping before or after lunch. 
See you then.

Mary Kellner, 
Lunch Bunch Chair

Forty-plus members and guests attended 
our 2d meeting of the FY. Buying Fashion 
Show tickets was the first order of 
business. An encore inspirational from 
Juliana Nord, The Other Side of Taking, 
was read. It is important for us to know 
that “giving is what you do when you 
grasp how long it is that you have been 
receiving.” New member, Peri Pantazes, 
was introduced by Shelley Siriano and 
Tina Hoegler introduced Mary and 
Suzanne Hoegler, her mother and sister.

Anne Douglas, Regional 
Initiatives Director for 
SWFL Community 
Foundation, highlighted 
the services provided 
by the Foundation. Our 
AAUW Sue Gottcent 
Scholarship is awarded through the 
foundation. Anne pointed to two areas 
for further involvement of our Branch. 
The Foundation reviews thousands of 
scholarship applications annually and 
is always in need of readers. Another 
project in conjunction with the LCSD 
is being piloted and needs adults who 
can work with a student through the 
arduous process of making scholarship 
applications and filling out all the 
requisite financial, etc. forms.
For information on our Business 
Meeting, please read our minutes. 
Copies are available at each meeting or 
can be emailed to members making this 
request. Please remember to pick up your 
directory at the Nov meeting.Book Groups

Contact Muriel Freedman 239-481-0391
for meeting information.

Mahjongg
Contact Jean Schoenthaler 239-277-5174.

The Torch is produced by 
Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC

and printed by
Magic Print Copy Center
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